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1. The Kuliurbund zur demokratischen Broeuerung Deutschlands {Cuiturzl
Agzociation for the Demoeratic Heveasence of Germeny} is an SED
front organization for the propagandising of intellectuals in the
Russlan Zone of Cermany. The president of the Kulburvund is the
poet, Johannes Becher, whe helped found it in Berlin in July 1945,
Becher, a veteran Communizt, sat out the yeaprs of Hagi hegemony
in the Seviet Unlon.

2. Officials of the Xulturbund 2ffirm on all poszible cccasions that
their organization is pon-pastisan and has ne politiesl affiliations.
It is doubtful, however, that the Kulturbung could long exist without
enormoug subsidies from either the Bussians or the SED. Monthly dues
amunt to aboutl one ¥ per perscn, but aven allowing for a few larger
contributions from affluent wembers, this legitimate income would still ‘
not cover the mere administirative aupences of the Kulturbund. The Land
heeda of thiz crgsaizstion, for instance, recsive 1,500 RM per menth,
wiile their deputies earn from 1,000 to 1,200 R, The chiels of the
various sections of the ¥ulturbund in 2ach Land also receive respsctable
szlaries. The upkeep of the "ouses of tulture® which have been establiished
in the Russian Zone also smounbe 40 a consicderable drain on the treasdry.
Reports from Mecklenburg-Vorpommern sbate thal the Land governmentts
finsnce division provides the Kuelturbund with funde renging into the
mundreds of thousands of RIL

3. The Communistic nature of the Kulturbund rin be doduced not only from the
background of its officisls or from the sverwaedning ma jordty of SED
mambers in its general renks, bubl alac from the type of propagands which
is printed in its publications. Demskyaiische Lrneueruny, the Xulturbund's
Vecklenburg-VYorpommsrn journel, recently published an srticls by the Russizne
trained Communist writer, Willi -edel, entitled "Non~partisan, bub not
without Political Upientati on” (Uberpurteiiicheaber nicht richtungslos),
which contained purz SEU propsgands. :
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